Saint Frances of Rome
1384-1440

St. ffrances of Rome Catholic Church

P.O. Box 367, 29 Highland Dr., Sparta, North Carolina 28675
Pastor: Father Jacob Mlakar

Phone: 336-372-8846

Office hours: Monday and Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Email: stfrances@skybest.com

Website: http://stfrancesofrome-sparta.org

Mass Schedule:

Sunday 11:15 am, English & 2:00 pm, Spanish

Wednesday 6:00 pm, English

Thursday 12:00 Noon, English & 6:45 pm, Spanish

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament:

Wednesday 4:45pm - 5:45pm
Thursday 5:30pm - 6:30pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sunday 1:00pm - 1:45pm
Wednesday 4:50pm - 5:20pm
Thursday 5:40pm - 6:10pm

Liturgy Schedule
Today, November 23, 11:15 am
Lector: Laurel Wood
Greeter: Carla Gauldin
Usher: Mark Imbus
Server: John Pokorney
Rosary: Marie-Claire Songhurst
November Altar Linen: Delfina Pérez

Next Sunday, November 30, 11:15 am
Lector: Nancy McDowell

Greeter: Janet Pokorney

Usher: Mark Imbus

Server: John Pokorney

Rosary: Nancy McDowell

November Altar Linen: Delfina Pérez

Mass Intentions for November
November 2 - The Faithful Departed+
November 5 - Al Stanco+
November 6 - Suzanne Irwin+
November 9 - Anthony Pileggi+
November 13 - Sylvester Tomaszewski+
November 16 - Marjorie Fairchild Fielding+
November 19 - Katrina Poirier
November 23 - Don and Janet Newman
November 26 - Barry Pileggi+

November 30 - Owen McLaughlin+ + Repose of the Soul

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
November 23, 2025

Administrative Assistant:

Carla Gauldin 336-372-8846 or 336-300-2177
Finance Assistant:

Herb Maddock 336-372-8846

Parish Operations Manager:
Greg Songhurst 860-428-1145

Parish Council:
Chairperson: John Pokorney 336-757-1081

Finance Council:
Chairperson: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461

Faith Formation Classes:
Coordinator: Guillermina Limon 336-596-6591

Hispanic Ministry:
Coordinator: Maria Luisa Olivares 336-359-2139

Stewardship Committee:
Chairperson: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461

Meal Ministry:
Coordinator: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461

Homebound Ministry:
Please call the church office at 336-372-8846

Vicariate Hispanic Ministry:
Coordinator: Aleksandra Banasika, 336-428-6909

Scripture Readings for
November 23 - 30, 2025

Sunday - Scripture: 2 Sam 5:1-3 Ps 122:1-2, 34-ab, 4cd-5
Col 1:12-20 Lk 23:35-43

Monday - Scripture: Dan 1:1-6, 8-20 Ps Dan 3:52, 53, 54,
55,56 Lk21:1-4

Tuesday - Scripture: Dan 2:21-34 Ps Dan 3:57, 58, 59, 60,
61 Lk21:5-11

Wednesday - Scripture: Dan 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28 Ps
Dan 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 Lk 21:12-19

Thursday - Scripture: Dan 6:12-28 Ps Dan 3:68, 69, 70,
71,72,73,74 1k 21:20-28

Friday - Scripture: Dan 7:2-14 Ps Dan 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79,
80, 81 Lk 21:29-33

Saturday - Scripture: Dan 7:15-27 Ps Dan 3:82, 83, 84, 85,
86,87 Lk 21:34-36

Sunday - Scripture: Is 2:1-5 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5, 6-7,
89 Rom 13:11-14 Mt 24:37-44

If you would like to volunteer to lead the rosary on a
Sunday morning, please contact the office.

Adult Faith Formation with John Ellison
meets each Sunday at 9:45 am.

Flocknote is another way of getting information out to the
parish. Weekly emails, schedule changes or cancelations are
sent out to those on the contact list. Submission forms for the
Flocknote list are available in the narthex. You can also be
added by calling the office or email your request to
stfrances@skybest.com.

@ Fr. Jacob has office hours in Sparta on Thursdays
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. If you would like to schedule an
appointment to meet with Father, please call the office
at 336-372-8846 or call/text Carla at 336-300-2177.

Baptisms: Parents and sponsors must attend Baptismal Prep

class prior to scheduling a baptism. Please contact the office

or call Maria Luisa Olivares at 704-351-1400 for more infor-
mation.

Online Giving
Would you rather make contributions online?

Visit the St. Frances of Rome website at
stfrancesofrome-sparta.org and click on the Online
Giving tile located on the home page. Weekly Sunday offer-
ings as well as other collections are available.

N

T The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the
@ Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature of the illness is sufficient. Please do not hesitate to call
Fr. Jacob if you believe anointing is needed. In the case of this emergency call 336-372-8846, option 3.

S

7/, Parishioners, Family Members and Friends e
i é\? in need of Special Prayer: 3; ;
Pam Chapman, Marie Carlson,

Rick Gauldin, Jack Rollins, Sharon Peterson,

Nancy Songhurst, Laurel Wood, Patrick Fulkerson,
Lesbia Aguilar, Natalie Yambo, Miguel Honma,
Maverick Flattery, Leslie Choate, Kara Harris, Manuel Cor-
tes, Randy Duncan, Derek Brown, Ruth Naddeo,
Marcos Nordelo, Vilma Torrentes, Ed Golden,

Frank Duncan, Dotty Maddock, Kathi Schwing,

Iveth Lugo, and Francisco Sagaon.
Parishioners in Assisted Living Facilities
The Landings at Chestnut Grove, Sparta
Liz Hart

If you know someone who needs prayer and would like to
add them to this list, please contact the office.

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, November 23, Christ the King Sunday
9:45 am - Adult Faith Formation w/John Ellison
10:50 am - Rosary, English

11:15 am - Mass, English

12:30 pm - Youth Faith Formation classes

12:30 pm - Spanish Marriage Prep Class

1:00 - 1:45 pm - Confessions

1:30 pm - Rosary

2:00 pm - Mass, Spanish

3:30 pm - Confirmation II class

Monday, November 24

6:00 pm - Legion of Mary

Tuesday, November 25

7:00 pm - Apostles of the Word

Wednesday, November 26

4:45 pm - Adoration

4:50 - 5:20 pm - Confessions

6:00 pm - Mass, English

Thursday, November 27, Thanksgiving Day
9:00 am - Thanksgiving Day Mass, bilingual
Friday, November 28

7:00 pm - Children’s music practice, Spanish
Saturday, November 29

11:00 am - Baptism

7:00 pm - OCIA, Spanish

Sunday, November 30, First Sunday of Advent
9:45 am - Adult Faith Formation w/John Ellison
10:50 am - Rosary, English

11:15 am - Mass, English

12:30 pm - Youth Faith Formation classes (last class for 2025)
12:30 pm - Spanish Marriage Prep Class

1:00 - 1:45 pm - Confessions

1:30 pm - Rosary

2:00 pm - Mass, Spanish

3:30 pm - Confirmation II class (last class for 2025)

Next Sunday, November 30, will be the last
) Faith Formation and Confirmation class for
\f‘ 2025.

Silence please.... As we come to church to celebrate the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, please remember that we are
entering a place deserving of reverence and respect. Once
we enter the worship space, we are in the presence of Our
Lord. At the conclusion of Mass, we should continue to
show that reverence until we leave the worship space. It is
requested that all conversations be made before entering and
after leaving the nave.




On Thursday, November 27, Father Jacob will
offer a bilingual Thanksgiving Day Mass
at 9:00 am.
There is no daily noon Mass or 6:45 pm Spanish
Mass on Thursday.

" The church office will be closed next week,
,'5:?;.':'\ November 24 - 28. Emails will be checked and
answered daily.

The Apostles of the Word Hispanic group will be
raffling off three religious items on November 30.
s ' The first winning ticket is a Holy Family statue, the
== second wins a Sacred Heart of Jesus statue, and the
th1rd ticket wins a framed print of the Holy Family. See the
flyer on the church and parish hall doors for images of the
prizes. Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased from any
Apostles of the Word member or from the church office.

W St. Frances of Rome supports Alleghany

C(::tt “* Partnership for Children's winter coats for

Drive kids. Donations of new coats are needed for
this annual coat drive. Our giving tree con-
tains tags with coat sizes needed for girls and boys. If you
take a tag, please write your name and phone number on the
list located on the narthex door. Coats need to be dropped off
at the church by November 30. For questions or more infor-
mation call or text Janet Pokorney at 336-757-1074.

Today, new parishioners Don and Janet Newman
w Will receive the Sacraments of First Communion
& and Confirmation, entering into Full Communion
B2 with the Church. May we lovingly welcome them
= and pray that God will guide them along as they
#4 continue their journey in the Catholic faith.

Our new 3-year missals will be in the pews next
Sunday, November 30. It’s not too late to make a
~ gift donation to help cover the cost of the missals.
>~ Donation envelopes are available in the narthex.
A bookplate will be added inside the front cover,
listing who gave the gift and if it was in honor or in memory
of a loved one. Thank you to all who have made a donation!

Monday, December 8, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of
Obligation.

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is the

patronal feast day of our country. For U.S.
Catholics, it means that this holy day holds a special place in
our list of days of obligation.
St. Frances of Rome will offer a bilingual Mass on
Monday, December 8 at 6:00 pm.

Financial Figures
Offertory November 16: $ 3,339.00
Offertory received in November: $ 8,985.50
Offertory needed in November: $ 11,000.00
2nd Collection - Priests’ Retirement Benefits § 695.00
Facilities donation $ 100.00
Coats for Kids donation $ 100.00

Second Collections for November

November 2 - Seminarian Education Fund
November 16 - Priests’ Retirement Benefits
November 23 - Catholic Campaign for Human

Development
November 30 - Alleghany Pregnancy Care Center

Y our offertory donations can be mailed to:
St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church
P.O. Box 367, Sparta, NC 28675

The second collection today is for the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development. Donations

23 collected help support breaking the cycle of poverty
by helping low-income people participate in deci-
sions that affect their lives, families, and communities. The
CCHD is the domestic anti-poverty program of the U.S.
Catholic Bishops, working to carry out the mission of Jesus
Christ "... to bring good news to the poor ... release to cap-
tives ... sight to the blind, and let the oppressed go
free." (Luke 4:18). Thank you for your support.

in the cemetery expansion for $500.00 each. For

¢ ”i St. Frances of Rome Cemetery: Plots are available
\ more information, please stop by or call the office.

Job Opening at St. Francis of Assisi
Finance Assistant - Brief Description: The Finance Assis-
tant supports the financial operations of St. Francis of Assisi
and St. Frances of Rome. This position is part-time at 20
hours per week. If you are interested, please contact the St.
Francis of Assisi church office at stfrancis@skybest.com or
336-246-9151. Applications and Job Descriptions are availa-
ble upon request from the office.

The Facilities Manager position at St. Francis of Assisi has
been filled.

As we begin using our new missals next Sunday, you will
first notice they are quite thick! That's because they have
every Sunday reading for years A, B and C, the church’s
three-year liturgical cycle. The Sunday cycle for 2025 -
2026 is November 30, 2025, to November 22, 2026, and is
Year A. The missals have the Order of Mass at the begin-
ning of the book, including the Penitential Act, the Gloria,
and the Creed or Profession of Faith, as well as the Liturgy
of the Eucharist. The missals also include common prayers
for daily life in the back section of the book. At St. Frances
of Rome, we pray the Angelus before daily Mass, and since
this prayer is not included in the list of common prayers, we
have added this prayer to a label and placed it on the back
inside cover of the missal. We hope you will enjoy the new
missals and help us make them last for many years to come.

Afternoon Christmas Caroling

» Join us for Christmas Caroling on Friday, Decem-

ber 5th, as we spread some Christmas cheer with
local residents. The carolers’ first stop will be

Lotus Village Center Nursing and Rehab at 2:00 pm,
followed by The Landings at Chestnut Grove at 3:00 pm.
All ages are welcome!

Lotus Village is located at 179 Combs St., Sparta, and The
Landings is located at 158 Chestnut Grove Church Rd.,

Sparta.

Our Hispanic parishioners invite everyone to
attend a nine-day novena to Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, Patroness of the Americas, leading up to
her feast day on December 12th. Day one,
Thursday, December 4, the novena will start
immediately following the 6:45 pm Spanish
Mass in the parish hall (6:00 pm on days with no
evening Mass). The novena's purpose is to seek her interces-
sion for conversion, protection, and guidance, with prayers
focusing on faith, courage, and family well-being.

Offertory envelopes are provided free of charge to parishion-
ers who request them. If you would like to start receiving
offertory envelopes, email the office or drop a request in the
box on the office door.

Saints and Feasts for the Week

Sunday - Christ, King of the Universe

Monday - St. Chrysogonus (4th C.)

Tuesday - St. Catherine of Alexandria (307)
Wednesday - St. Leonard of Port Maurice (1751)
Thursday - St. Maximinus (460)

Friday - St. Catherine Laboure (1876)

Saturday - St. Saturninus (303)

All Holy Angels and Saints, Pray For Us!

The tabernacle candle burns this week in memory of
e Maurice Stuhrenberg.
il

As winter approaches, just a reminder that in
the event of severe weather, it is advised that
common sense prevail. If the weather and road
conditions are dangerous for travel, please stay
home. A dispensation is given for those who
cannot make Mass because of the road conditions in their area.
Postponement or cancellation announcements of Mass will be
sent via text message and email, as well as WXII’s new chan-
nel and Ray’s Weather.com,

“If the Lord, at the moment of my death, reproves me for being
too kind to sinners, I will answer, ‘My dear Jesus, if it is a fault
to be too kind to sinners, it is a fault I learned from You, for
You never scolded anyone who came to You seeking mercy."”
St. Leonard of Port Maurice

Birthdays for November 16 - 30

\abPR,.

November 16 - Belinda Lopez B
November 20 - Maria Félix Lopez-Leon x
November 23 - Ellie Torres x
November 24 - Glenn Therrien R

José Limon *T
November 25 - Paulo Torres

Gerardo Reyes H
November 27 - Lukas Markevicius
November 28 - Isidro Pérez
November 29 - Jacqueline Maravilla

Maricarmen Martinez
November 30 - Blanca Sierra Y*

Communion Guidelines for Catholics:

1. To be in a state of grace, that is to say, to be free from
any unconfessed mortal sin.

2. To abstain for at least one hour before Holy Communion
from any food or drink, with the exception of water and
medicine.

3. To understand you are receiving the Body of Christ and
to approach the altar with reverence.

4. Please consume the Holy Eucharist in front of the minis-
ter of Holy Communion, before walking away.

For Non-Catholics: Please feel free to participate by sing-
ing, standing, kneeling, etc. However, the reception of Holy
Communion is reserved for Catholics in a state of grace.

At the time of Communion, you may come forward with
your arms crossed over your chest for a blessing or you may
remain in your pew.

Catholic Spirituality Study Group

Join Father Jacob to discuss Advent with Mary: A Two-Part
Study of Redemptoris Mater (Mother of the Redeemer) by
Pope Saint John Paul II.

Redemptoris Mater (1987) is Pope St. John Paul II’s profound
Marian encyclical, written to honor Mary as Mother of the
Redeemer and to prepare the Church for the third millenni-
um.

In it, he presents Mary as the perfect disciple who walks
ahead of us in faith, the woman who gives a total “yes” to
God from the Annunciation to the Cross, and the spiritual
mother who continues to guide and intercede for the pilgrim
Church, to whom she still addresses her words, “Do whatever
He tells you.” It is a warm, deeply theological invitation to
walk with Our Lady toward her Son, and an excellent oppor-
tunity to get to know our spiritual mother more profoundly
this Advent season!

The encyclical is available for free on the Vatican website
(https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/
documents/hf jp-ii_enc 25031987 redemptoris-mater.html
or as a PDF (contact the office).

e Session 1 - Thursday, December 4 at 10:30 am: “Mary
in the Mystery of Christ” Covers Introduction and Part 1
(paragraph numbers 1-24) — Mary’s “yes” at the An-
nunciation, the Immaculate Conception, and her presence
at the Cross.

e Session 2 - Thursday, December 18 at 10:30
am: “Mary, Mother and Guide of the Church” Covers
Part 2, Part 3, and Conclusion (paragraph numbers 25—
52) — Mary as the perfect image of the Church, her mater-
nal mediation, the Wedding at Cana, and her role as our
guide to Christ.

No sign-ups are needed, just come as you are. Reading is op-

tional but encouraged, as the format will be more discussion-



https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html

