
 
 

  St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church 
  P.O. Box 367, 29 Highland Dr., Sparta, North Carolina 28675 

Pastor: Father Jacob Mlakar  

Phone: 336-372-8846  
Office hours:  Monday and Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Email:  stfrances@skybest.com   
Website: http://stfrancesofrome-sparta.org 

Mass Schedule:  
Sunday 11:15 am, English & 2:00 pm, Spanish 

Wednesday 6:00 pm, English  
Thursday 12:00 Noon, English & 6:45 pm, Spanish  

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2025 

Administrative Assistant: 
Carla Gauldin 336-372-8846 or 336-300-2177  

Finance Assistant:  
Herb Maddock 336-372-8846 

Parish Operations Manager:  
Greg Songhurst 860-428-1145 

Parish Council:   
Chairperson: John Pokorney 336-757-1081 

Finance Council:  
Chairperson: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461 

Faith Formation Classes:  
Coordinator: Guillermina Limon 336-596-6591  

Hispanic Ministry:   
Coordinator: Maria Luisa Olivares 336-359-2139 

Stewardship Committee:  
Chairperson: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461 

Meal Ministry: 
Coordinator: Marie-Claire Songhurst 860-428-4461 

Homebound Ministry:  
Please call the church office at 336-372-8846  

Vicariate Hispanic Ministry:  
Coordinator: Aleksandra Banasika, 336-428-6909  

Baptisms: Parents and sponsors must attend Baptismal Prep 
class prior to scheduling a baptism. Please contact the office 
or call Maria Luisa Olivares at 704-351-1400 for more infor-

mation. 

Saint Frances of Rome 
1384-1440 

The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the  
Sacrament.  A careful judgment about the serious nature of the illness is sufficient. Please do not hesitate to call 

Fr. Jacob if you believe anointing is needed.  In the case of this emergency call 336-372-8846, option 3. 

Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament:  

Wednesday 4:45pm - 5:45pm  

Thursday 5:30pm - 6:30pm 

Fr. Jacob has office hours in Sparta on Thursdays 
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm.  If you would like to schedule an 
appointment to meet with Father, please call the office 
at 336-372-8846 or call/text Carla at 336-300-2177. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Sunday 1:00pm - 1:45pm 

Wednesday 4:50pm - 5:20pm 
Thursday 5:40pm - 6:10pm  

Online Giving 
Would you rather make contributions online?   

Visit the St. Frances of Rome website at  
stfrancesofrome-sparta.org and click on the Online  

Giving tile located on the home page.  Weekly Sunday offer-
ings as well as other collections are available.  

Flocknote is another way of getting information out to the 
parish. Weekly emails, schedule changes or cancelations are 
sent out to those on the contact list.  Submission forms for the 
Flocknote list are available in the narthex.  You can also be 
added by calling the office or email your request to 
stfrances@skybest.com. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again, Rejoice!” 
Phil 4:4  

 

Liturgy Schedule 
Today, December 14, 11:15 am 
Lector:  Jim Smith 
Greeter:  Carla Gauldin 
Usher:  Mark Imbus 
Server:  John Pokorney 
Rosary:  John Ellison 
December Altar Linen:  Laura Reyes 

Next Sunday, December 21, 11:15 am 
Lector:  Sharon Orton 
Greeter:  Marie-Claire Songhurst 
Usher:  Greg Songhurst 
Server:  John Pokorney 
Rosary: Sharon Orton 
December Altar Linen: Laura Reyes  

Scripture Readings for  
December 14 - 21, 2025 

Sunday - Scripture:  Is 35:1-6a, 10   Ps 146 6-7a, 8-9a, 9bc-
10   Jas 5:7-10   Mt 11:2-11 

Monday - Scripture: Num 24:2-7, 15-17   Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 & 
7bc, 8-9   Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday - Scripture: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13   Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 
19 & 23   Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday - Scripture: Gen 49:2, 8-10   Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7
-8, 17   Mt 1:1-17 

Thursday - Scripture:  Jer 23:5-8   Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19  
Mt 1:18-25 

Friday - Scripture: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a   Ps 17:3-4a, 5-6ab, 
16-17   Lk 1:5-25 

Saturday - Scripture: Is 7:10-14   Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6   Lk 
1:26-38 

Sunday - Scripture:  Is 7:10-14   Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6   Rom 
1:1-7   Mt 1:18-24  

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday, December 14, Third Sunday of Advent  
9:45 am -  Adult Faith Formation w/John Ellison 
10:50 am - Rosary, English 
11:15 am - Mass, English 
12:30 pm - Spanish Marriage Prep Class 
1:00 - 1:45 pm - Confessions 
1:30 pm - Rosary 
2:00 pm - Mass, Spanish 
Monday, December 15 
6:00 pm - Legion of Mary 
6:00 pm - Knights of Columbus planning meeting 
Tuesday, December 16 
6:00 pm - Las Posadas 
Wednesday, December 17 
4:45 pm - Adoration 
4:50 - 5:20 pm - Confessions 
6:00 pm - Mass, English  
6:30 pm - Las Posadas 
Thursday, December 18 
10:30 am - Catholic Spirituality Discussion Group 
Noon - Mass, English 
5:30 - 6:30 pm - Adoration 
5:40 - 6:10 pm - Confessions 
6:45 pm - Mass, Spanish 
7:15 pm - Las Posadas 
7:15 pm - Spanish choir practice  
Friday, December 19 
6:00 pm - Las Posadas 
7:00 pm - Children’s music practice, Spanish 
Saturday, December 20 
6:00 pm - Las Posadas 
7:00 pm - OCIA, Spanish 
Sunday, December 21 
9:45 am -  Adult Faith Formation w/John Ellison 
10:50 am - Rosary, English 
11:15 am - Mass, English 
12:30 pm - Spanish Marriage Prep Class 
1:00 - 1:45 pm - Confessions 
1:30 pm - Rosary 
2:00 pm - Mass, Spanish  
3:15 pm - Decorating Church for Christmas 
6:00 pm - Las Posadas 

Mass Intentions for December  
December 3 - Gary and Marie Carlson 
December 4 - Radoslaw Kowalec+ 
December 14 - Edgar and Brooke Markevicius 
December 17 - Katrina Poirier 
December 18 - Krystyna Rozacka+ 
December 21 - Jacob Thomas+ 
December 28 - Julian Markevicius+ 
 

Parishioners, Family Members and Friends 
in need of Special Prayer:   

Pam Chapman, Marie Carlson,  
 Rick Gauldin, Jack Rollins, Sharon Peterson,  

Nancy Songhurst, Laurel Wood, Patrick Fulkerson,  
Lesbia Aguilar, Natalie Yambo, Miguel Honma,  

Maverick Flattery, Leslie Choate, Kara Harris, Manuel Cor-
tes, Marcos Nordelo, Vilma Torrentes, Ed Golden, Frank 

Duncan, Dotty Maddock, Kathi Schwing, Iveth Lugo,  
Francisco Sagaon, Gary Carlson, Susie Woodel, and  

Marie Roznowski. 
Parishioners in Assisted Living Facilities  
The Landings at Chestnut Grove, Sparta 

Liz Hart  

If you know someone who needs prayer and would like to 
add them to this list, please contact the office. 

+ Repose of the Soul 

Adult Faith Formation with John Ellison  
meets each Sunday at 9:45 am. 

If you would like to volunteer to lead the rosary on a 
Sunday morning, please contact the office. 

O Lord, joy-filled giver of life,  
let the anticipation of the birth of your 

Son fill us with overflowing joy.   
May our excitement and anticipation  
be a sign to the world that you are  

always near. 



 

Saints and Feasts for the Week 

Sunday -  St. Venantius Fortunatus (605) 
Monday - St. Christiana (Nino) (4th C.)  
Tuesday - Sts. Ananias, Azarius, & Misael (7th C., B.C.)) 
Wednesday - St. Lazarus (1st C.) 
Thursday - St. Gatian (3rd C.) 
Friday - Bl. Urban V (1370) 200th Pope   
Saturday - Sts. Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob   

All Holy Angels and Saints, Pray For Us! 

Meal Ministry  
St. Frances of Rome Meal Ministry provides meals 
to any fellow parishioner who is experiencing an 
illness, surgery, or facing other challenging situa-
tions.  If you are interested in helping with the meal ministry 
or if you are in need of meal support, contact Marie-Claire 
Songhurst at 860-428-4461 or greg56@snet.net.  

The tabernacle candle burns this week in honor of 
Edgar and Brooke Markevicius. 

 

December 7 - Delfina Pérez  
December 9 - Virdinia Pérez Rico 
December 10 - Hortensia Huerta 
                         Dalton Brown 
December 11 - Lucina Carranza 
                        Gianna Cuevas 
                         Lucero López 
December 12 - José Guadalupe Pérez Rico 
                         Mónica Torres 
                         Guadalupe Hernández 
December 13 - Juana Carranza 
December 15 - Janet Bautista 
December 17 - Elizabeth Flowers 
                         Cecilia Ponce 
                         David Ponce 
                         Todd Fleetwood 
December 19 - Jessica Sagaon 
December 20 - Veronica Torres 
                         Karina Arellano 
                         Charles Baker 

Birthdays for December 7 – 21 

Christmas decorations for the sanctuary 
During this Advent and Christmas Season, the 
parish has envelopes available for parishioners to 
donate money for flowers to decorate the church. 
If you would like to make a donation in “honor 
of” or in “memory of” your loved ones, please 

pick up an envelope in the narthex.  Return envelopes by 
Sunday, December 21st, as the names will be placed in the 
following weekend’s bulletin. Thank you! 

Why is the Third Sunday of Advent called Gaudete 
Sunday?  Gaudete (pronounced gow-day-tay) is Latin 
for “rejoice”.  During Advent, we prepare our hearts 
for Christmas in penitential reflection.  As the four 
weeks of Advent progress, so does the anticipation.  
On Gaudete Sunday, we pause to celebrate that the 

waiting of Christmas is half over.  The priest wears rose 
vestments to signify joy, and the pink candle of the Advent 
wreath is lit.  Gaudete Sunday reminds us there are many 
reasons to be joyful.  Joy in looking toward the season of 
Christmas, joy in the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
joy in the eternal home he has prepared for us.  Simply put, 
Gaudete Sunday is a time to pause, rejoice, and refocus our 
hearts toward Christ. 

The Alleghany Ministerium is hosting 
a Blue Christmas Service today at 
4:00 pm, at the Sparta United Method-
ist Church.  Father Jacob will be par-
ticipating in the service.  For those 
who are alone or grieving, the holiday 
season can be a difficult time, and a 
Blue Christmas Service can offer 
peace and comfort to those in need.  
This is a community event, and all are 
invited to attend.  

“Discipline is the companion of wisdom.” 
Blessed Urban V 

Las Posadas, or “The Inns”, is a nine-night 
annual celebration observed throughout Mexico 
and some parts of the United States, and is the 
story of Mary and Joseph’s search for an inn to 
stay as Mary prepared for the birth of baby Je-
sus.  Each night, the re-enactment is filled with prayer, 
Christmas songs, food, and hot drinks, and teaches hospitality 
by welcoming in the poor and welcoming Jesus.  Our Hispan-
ic parishioners invite everyone to attend their vision of Mary 
and Joseph’s journey as they seek refuge. Las Posadas begins 
on December 16 at 6:00 pm in the parish hall and continues 
each evening through Christmas Eve. 

Today, Edgar and Brooke Markevicius will receive 
the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion, entering into Full Communion with 
the Catholic Church.  Please support and pray for 
Edgar and Brooke, along with their children Lily 

and Lukas, as continue their journey in the Catholic faith. 

Mass schedule for Christmas and New Years  
Wednesday, Dec 24 at 4:00 pm, English 
Thursday, Dec 25 at 11:15 am, English,  
                                            2:00 pm Spanish 
Thursday, Jan 1 at 11:15 am, English,  
                                            2:00 pm Spanish 

We will be decorating the church for Christmas 
next Sunday following the Spanish Mass.   

All help is appreciated! 

St. Frances of Rome bilingual 2026 calendars are  
available in the narthex.  Please pick one up today. 

 

It’s not too late to make a gift donation to help 
cover the cost of the new missals.  Donation en-
velopes are available in the narthex.  A book-
plate will be added inside the front cover, listing 
who gave the gift and if it was in honor or in 
memory of a loved one.  Thank you to all who have made a 
donation!  

 

The second collection today is for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious, which helps more than 
20,500 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious or-
der priests who have spent their lives in service—
many receiving little to no pay.  Now, their com-
munities struggle to meet their basic care, medi-

cation, and daily living needs.  Your generosity ensures they 
can age with dignity.  Please give in gratitude for their life-
long commitment. 

Job Opening at St. Francis of Assisi  

Finance Assistant - Brief Description: The Finance Assis-
tant supports the financial operations of St. Francis of Assisi 
and St. Frances of Rome. This position is part-time at 20 
hours per week. If you are interested, please contact the St. 
Francis of Assisi church office at stfrancis@skybest.com or 
336-246-9151. Applications and Job Descriptions are availa-
ble upon request from the office.  

The Facilities Manager position at St. Francis of Assisi has 
been filled. 

Join the annual Charlotte March for Life! Part pray-
er vigil, part public march, the event is meant to be 
a time of prayer to call attention to the more than 60 
million lives lost to abortion since 1973, and the 
need to end the tragedy of abortion. The march 
kicks off at noon from the Diocesan Pastoral Center 

and continues to Independence Square in uptown Charlotte, 
where pro-life speeches and prayers are held. 
10 a.m. Mass for Life at St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth 
Road East, Charlotte, NC 28203 
12 p.m. March for Life begins at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203 

Marriage Help – For over 48 years, Retrouvaille 
(pronounced retro-vi) has helped tens of thousands of couples 
at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. 
This program can help you too, or a hurting couple you might 
know. For confidential information about the program or to 
register for the upcoming January 16-18, 2026 weekend in 
Charlotte area, call Bill and Lyn Folsom at 727-343-6701 or 
email: 3062R@helpourmarriage.org or visit the web site 
at www.HelpOurMarriage.org  

Financial Figures 

Offertory December 7:   
Offertory received in December:            
Offertory needed in December:  
Hispanic raffle: 
Missalette donations: 
Alleghany Pregnancy Care Center 
 
 

Second Collections for December 

December 14 - Retirement Fund for Religious 
December 28 - Facilities Fund 

 

$ 2,800.00 
$ 2,800.00 
$ 15, 200.00 
$ 1,000.00 
$ 180.00 
$ 100.00 

Your offertory donations can be mailed to:  
  St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church 

P.O. Box 367, Sparta, NC 28675 

As winter approaches, just a reminder that in 
the event of severe weather, it is advised that 
common sense prevail.  If the weather and road 
conditions are dangerous for travel, please stay 

home.  A dispensation is given for those who cannot make 
Mass because of the road conditions in their area. 
Postponement or cancellation announcements of Mass will be 
sent via text message and email, as well as WXII’s new chan-
nel 12. 

Catholic Spirituality Study Group  

Join Father Jacob to discuss Advent with Mary: A Two-Part 
Study of Redemptoris Mater (Mother of the Redeemer) by 
Pope Saint John Paul II. 

The encyclical is available for free on the Vatican website 
(https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/
documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031987_redemptoris-mater.html 
or as a PDF (contact the office). 

Session 2 - Thursday, December 18 at 10:30am 

• “Mary, Mother and Guide of the Church” Part 2, Part 3, 
and Conclusion (paragraph numbers 25–52) – Mary as 
the perfect image of the Church, her maternal mediation, 
the Wedding at Cana, and her role as our guide to Christ.  

No sign-ups are needed, just come as you are. Reading is op-
tional but encouraged, as the format will be more discussion-
based.  
 

Baptism Requirements for Godparents and Sponsors: 

1. Must be at least 16 years old.   
2. Must be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the 

Catholic Church. 
3. May not be the father or mother of the child to be baptized.  
4. If married, they must be married in the Catholic Church. 

There is to be only one male sponsor/godparent or one female 
sponsor/ godparent, or one of each.  Only one godparent is re-
quired.  

If there are two godparents, one must be male and the other 
female. More than two godparents are not permitted.  

If chosen Godparents/Sponsors cannot attend the baptism, 
proxies are chosen. 

Parents/Godparents/Sponsors must attend a Baptismal Prep 
class at their home parish.  Baptism classes are good for one 
year.  Baptisms are only scheduled after completion of a bap-
tism class. 

Please note, Father Jacob celebrates the Sacrament of Baptism 
at St. Frances of Rome on Sundays following the English or 
Spanish Mass, and on Saturdays at St. Francis of Assisi in Jef-
ferson.  If you request a Saturday baptism, arrangements will 
be made at St. Francis of Assisi in Jefferson.  
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